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Serving on the Santa Cruz City Council has been an honor, and I am grateful for the trust our 

community has placed in me. Together, we’ve made meaningful progress, and there is more 

important work ahead. Santa Cruz faces real and complex challenges, yet it remains an 

extraordinary place to live, work, and raise a family. As a lifelong Santa Cruz resident, mother, 

and bilingual educator with 25 years of experience in local public schools, I bring both deep 

roots and practical leadership to the City Council. 

As the principal at Bay View Elementary, I build trust, solve problems, and lead with kindness, 

respect, and accountability. These same values guide my work on Council. During my time on 

Council, including two years as Vice Mayor, I’ve worked collaboratively to deliver results. I 

helped advance critical repairs to West Cliff and the wharf, improving public safety and 

protecting key community assets. I’ve supported balanced approaches to illegal camping and 

oversized vehicles, pairing compassion with accountability to address homelessness. I’ve also 

worked to expand affordable and workforce housing while preserving neighborhood character. 

My children attend Cabrillo and UCSC, strengthening my commitment to our city’s future. I 

believe in practical solutions, steady leadership, and putting community first. I respectfully ask 

for your vote. 

http://reneegolder.org/

