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Voters – Check Your Mailboxes

Voters in Santa Cruz County are starting to get election materials for the June 7, 2016 Presidential Primary Election. 

Voters should be on the lookout for the following two voter guides:

State Voter Information Guide – Produced by the State. Printed on newspaper. One book mailed per household. This guide contains information on the Proposition 50 as well as candidate statements submitted by those running for US Senate.  

County Voter Information Guide– Produced by the County. Printed on white paper with the County Clerk’s seal at the top. This guide contains information about the 3 ways to vote: vote early, vote-by-mail, or vote at the polls. There is also information about how to vote-by-mail, how to vote on a paper ballot, how to vote on a touch screen ballot at the polls, how to vote in a primary election, and information about accessible voting.  Voters will also find information on any local measures and candidate statements of qualifications filed by people running for local office. The county guide also contains a Practice Ballot, which is a copy of the official ballot voters will receive either through the mail or at the polls. The back cover of the book provides your polling place location for Election Day, and it includes a vote-by-mail ballot application. The front cover reminds voters that Election Day is June 7, and the polls are open from 7am to 8pm.

Voters are encouraged to review their County Voter Information Guide immediately to make sure their registration will allow them to vote the way they want in the Primary. Voters registered with one of the six political parties may only vote for a presidential candidate running for that party’s nomination. However, voters registered as no party preference, or decline to state, or nonpartisan or with any party that is not qualified, may select one of three political party’s ballots: Democratic, American Independent, and Libertarian. 

The other three political parties, Republican, Green, and Peace and Freedom only allow voters registered with their party to vote their party ballot. 

The deadline to change your political party registration is May 23. You can re-register to vote online at www.registertovote.ca.gov or pick up a card at any post office, library, city hall, or DMV. Or call the Santa Cruz County Elections Department at 831-454-2060. Currently, there are 140,422 registered voters in the county.

The County Voter Information Guide is also available online at www.votescount.com along with candidate statements and information on the local measures. Voters can also go online to find out where to vote on Election Day and obtain directions on how to get there.  

Voters may also go online to www.votescount.com and request a ballot be mailed to them or voters can call the department at 831-454-2060 to request a ballot by mail. 

Santa Cruz County is mailing almost 77,000 ballots to voters on Monday, May 9, which is the first day ballots can be mailed to local voters. Ballots to military and overseas voters have already been mailed. Early voting is also available beginning May 9, from 8am to 5pm weekdays at the Santa Cruz County Clerk/Elections Department located at 701 Ocean Street, Room 210 in Santa Cruz, and the Watsonville City Clerk’s Office at 275 Main St., 4th Floor (6th floor of the parking garage) in Watsonville. 
For more information, please contact the County Clerk/Elections Department at 831-454-2060 or visit us online at www.votescount.com.
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